GUIDE TO CALCUTTA.
Palaces*  At what precise date after the factory of Calcutta had become the
capital of a kingdom these garden houses were erected, we have not been
able to oicoverf Mrs. Kindersley, whose interesting letters, written in 1768,
Cive us a general description of the town, makes no allusion to them, and we
naturally conclude that they were not then in existence.   She simply sayas- m
'in the country round the town are a number of very pretty houses which are
<jalled country-houses belonging to the English gentlemen ......   A little out
of the town is a clear airy spot, free from smoke, or any encumbrances, called
the carte (because it is a road, the length of a corse, or two miles) in a sort of
ring or rather angle, made on purpose to take the air in, ^hich the company
frequent in theircarriages about sunset, or in the morning before the sun is up.
Twelve years after, however, Garden Beach appears to have been in all its
clory Mrs. Fay says : 'the banks of the river are, as one may say, studded
with ilegant mansions, ca.kd here, as at Madras, garden houses. These houses
are surrounded with groves and lawns which descend to the water's edge,
... _«.._i. _.l ------- j.ii-i.* 4.1.- -„„ or bespeak
the wealth and elegance in the owners.' "
Many of the "garden houses" seem to have been of
the nature of rural taverns and a snare and a delusion
for the young "writers" in the Company's service.
In granting a license for a 4 'garden house'' to a certain
Mr. William Parkes in 1762, we find the Board expressly
stipulating that the house was not to be open in the
morning time*
"Harden houses and trips to the country, though coming under the censure
of tbe Court in its sumptuary laws, were great favourites in Calcutta. Lord
-dive had a house at Dum Dum, Warren Hastings in the then junglef at Alipore
with a phtfe for sea-bathing at Birkal below Kedgri. His example was
followed by many who were anxious to get away from the pestiferous ditch,
bence perhaps the origin of the order that no inhabitpnt was to go ten miles
out of Calcutta -without the Governor's permission." The Rev. J. Long :
Selections from the Unpublished Records of Government, 1748—1767) Intro-
duction, p. xm.
Immediately after passing the dock bridges, we find
on our right a strip of ground on which but a year *ago
stood No. 6, Garden Reach. It was a fine old house and
at one time belonged to the Prinsep Family. It passed
through Messrs. Carr, Tagore & Co., of which William
Prinsep was one of the partners, to Uie Indian General
Navigation Co., and for fifty years it was the head-quarters
of the Company's fleet. In 1879 the Company acquired
a plot of ground known as Rajah Bagan some three miles
lower down the river, in 1898 most of their works were
removed thither from Nos. 6 and 7, Garden Reach, The
old Indian General Steam Navigation Co. went into
liquidation in 1899, and a new Company—the India

